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As for e Henry Waldegrave,' we know two members of the
family whose Christian name was e Henry/ and neither could
have been concerned with 'Mary Lairre,' if she died in 1667*
One * Henry' is the first Lord Waldegrave, created a peer by
James II. Of course he was a Roman Catholic, and he died in
exile in 1689, when a member of King James's suite. He was
born in 1660, and was created Baron Waldegrave of Chewton
in 1686. He married Henrietta Fitzjames (1670-1730), the
natural daughter of James II and Arabella Churchill. Their
sons were James, first Earl Waldegrave (1684-1741), and Henry
Waldegrave (our second 'Henry'), who died a bachelor in 1792.
Their daughter was Arabella Waldegrave, of whom more
anon. Mr Winston Churchill is a collateral descendant of this
family.
So it is apparent that in 1667 our first Henry was only seven
years old, and his son. Henry, was not even born. But the
records of the Waldegrave family are both confused and confus-
ing, and there may have been other cHenrys5 who flourished at
about the time that 'Mary Lairre5 did. If there were I have not
come across them. Anyway, it would be unwise to depend on
the Planchette scripts for the name of 'MaryV strangler.
ARABELLA WALDEGRAVE
On April 23, 1943,1 had a letter from Mrs Dawson (who was
a stranger to me), asking for particulars of the clothing of the
6nun9 alleged to haunt Borley Rectory. She told me that she
had been doing some research work into the history of Borley,
'and what caused such powerful effects there.' She remarked
that cMy inquiries are not yet co'mplete, but I feel I am on the
right lines and that the lady [the nun-ghost] was Arabella
Waldegrave, born in 1687, daughter of Henry, first Lord
Waldegrave and Henrietta Fitzjames, and a grandchild of King
James II."
This remarkable information was of the greatest interest, as
it tended to demolish, at one blow, our theory (based on the
Planchette records) that the 'nun' might be a French girl named
Mary Lairre. Mrs Dawson kindly offered to let me have her